How to Face the
Roaring Lions:
The Example of Daniel
the Author
DANIEL 6

Roaring Lions in the Bible



Samson, the Physically Strong but Spiritually Weak Judge,
Killed a Roaring Lion by the Power of the Spirit of the LORD
who Came upon Him
Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and
mother, and came as far as the vineyards of Timnah; and
behold, a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit
of the LORD came upon him mightily, so that he tore him
as one tears a young goat though he had nothing in his
hand; but he did not tell his father or mother what he had
done. (Jdg. 14:5-6 NAU)
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Roaring Lions in the Bible



Eliphaz the Temnite, a Friend of Job, Believed that the
Wicked People Are Like the Roaring Lions, but They Will Be
Punished for the Evil that They Do.
"Remember now, who ever perished being innocent?
Or where were the upright destroyed? 8 "According to
what I have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who
sow trouble harvest it. 9 "By the breath of God they perish,
And by the blast of His anger they come to an end. 10
"The roaring of the lion and the voice of the fierce lion,
And the teeth of the young lions are broken. 11 "The lion
perishes for lack of prey, And the whelps of the lioness are
scattered. (Job 4:7-11 NAU)
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Roaring Lions in the Bible



King David, in the Messianic Psalm 22, Predicted that the
Future Son of David Will Experience What David Suffered:


Many bulls have surrounded me; Strong bulls of Bashan have
encircled me. 13 They open wide their mouth at me, As a
ravening and a roaring lion. 14 I am poured out like water, And
all my bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It is melted
within me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my
tongue cleaves to my jaws; And You lay me in the dust of death.
16 For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has
encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my feet. 17 I can
count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; 18 They divide
my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
(Ps. 22:12-18 NAU)
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Roaring Lions in the Bible



King Solomon Compared the Wrath of a King to a Roaring
Lion, Especially the Wicked and Greedy Rulers
The king's wrath is like the roaring of a lion, But his favor
is like dew on the grass. (Prov. 19:12 NAU)
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Like a roaring lion and a rushing bear Is a wicked ruler
over a poor people. 16 A leader who is a great oppressor
lacks understanding, But he who hates unjust gain will
prolong his days. (Prov. 28:15-16 NAU)
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Roaring Lions in the Bible


God through Prophet Ezekiel Condemned the False Prophets
of Jerusalem as Roaring Lions, Who Prey upon the People of
God by Making Spiritual/Moral Issues Ethnic/Nationalist Issues


"Son of man, say to her, 'You are a land that is not cleansed
or rained on in the day of indignation.' 25 "There is a conspiracy
of her prophets in her midst like a roaring lion tearing the prey.
They have devoured lives; they have taken treasure and
precious things; they have made many widows in the midst of
her. 26 "Her priests have done violence to My law and have
profaned My holy things; they have made no distinction
between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught
the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they
hide their eyes from My sabbaths, and I am profaned among
them. (Ezek. 22:24-26 NAU)
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Roaring Lions in the Bible



Apostle Peter Warned Christians that the Devil Is Active and
Free, Walking around Like a Roaring Lion, Seeking for the
Vulnerable to Prey upon.
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by
your brethren who are in the world. 10 After you have
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called
you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect,
confirm, strengthen and establish you. (1 Pet. 5:8-10 NAU)
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“Situ im Leben” of Dan 6



Cyrus Conquered Babylon as the Crown Prince of Media


His General Gubaru (I), Governor of Gutium, Entered Babylon
When Belshazzar Was Having a Party and Saw the Writings on
the Wall (Dan 5)), on Tishri (VII) 16 = Sun, Julian Oct 11,
Gregorian Oct 5, 539 B.C.



Cyrus Himself Entered the City on Heshvan (VIII) 3 = Wed, Julian
Oct 28, Gregorian Oct 22, 539 B.C.



Gubaru (I) Died on Heshvan (VIII) 11 = Thu, Julian Nov 5,
Gregorian Oct 30, 539 B.C.



These Information Were Recorded in Babylonian Chronicle 7 =
the “Nabonidus Chronicle,” Written during Persian Time (Darius I)

“Situ im Leben” of Dan 6



Cyrus Began to Return the Idols in Babylon to their Temples


Nabonidus Took the Idols of Marduk/Bel, Nabu/Nebo, etc. from
their Temples in the Surrounding Cities of Babylon into Babylon,
so as to Enhance the Spiritual Power to Protect the City. It Failed.



Before the Idols Were Properly Carried by the Priests Back to Their
Temples, and Make Sacrifices and Repairs, No One Could Pray
to Them through the Priests.



It Was Important for the Reestablishment before the New Year’s
Day (Nisan 1 = Tue, Julian March 23, Gregorian Mar 17, 538 B.C.,
When the Akitu (Barley) Festival Could Take Place.


It Was 12 Days of Prayer for Blessings in Ancient Mesopotamia.



The Tradition Began from the Time of the Tower of Babel.

“Situ im Leben” of Dan 6



During the IX-XII Months of the Nisan-Year 539N


Darius the Mede (Cyaxares II, the Uncle, Father-in-Law and
Reigning King of the Median Empire) Received the Kingdom of
Babylon from Cyrus (the Nephew, Son-in-Law, and Crown Prince
of Media, though Himself a Persian).



Darius Appointed 120 Satraps over the Whole Empire (Covering
the Former Territories of Media, Lydia and Babylonia)


Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who
reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces (Esth 1:1 NAU)



Daniel Was Appointed 1 of the 3 Presidents over these Satraps.



The Medo-Persians Did Not Like a Defeated “Babylonian” as Leader.

“Situ im Leben” of Dan 6


It Is Foolish to Believe in the Theory that Evil People Do Not
Conspire to Do Evil.



The Conspirators Tricked Darius into a Self-Binding Edict, in
Order to Bring Down Daniel.



They Made Darius into the High Priest of all the Gods Whose
Idols Are Still Being Returned, Repaired, and Sacrificed to in
their Temples in Mesopotamia.



It Lasted for 30 Days, Most Likely before Nisan 1, When the
Idols Would Be Ready for the Akitu Festival, i.e. Adar (XII),
539N B.C. = J 02/21-03/22, G 02/15-03/16, 538 B.C.



That Was When Daniel Got into the Lion’s Den.

Be Excellent



6:1 It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the
kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole
kingdom, 2 and over them three commissioners (of whom
Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to
them, and that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Then this
Daniel began distinguishing himself among the
commissioners and satraps because he possessed an
extraordinary spirit, and the king planned to appoint him
over the entire kingdom. (Dan. 6:1-3 NAU)



Daniel Was Excellent in His Work, and Was Favored by the
King, Almost Appointed as the Prime Minister.

Be Blameless
Then the commissioners and satraps began trying to find a
ground of accusation against Daniel in regard to
government affairs; but they could find no ground of
accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was
faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in
him. 5 Then these men said, "We will not find any ground of
accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him
with regard to the law of his God." (Dan. 6:4-5 NAU)
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The Only Way Daniel Would Be Accused Is Not Sin against
God or Men, but Righteousness that Is Against Men’s Law.

A Conspiracy Fact
Then these commissioners and satraps came by agreement
to the king and spoke to him as follows: "King Darius, live
forever! 7 "All the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects
and the satraps, the high officials and the governors have
consulted together that the king should establish a statute
and enforce an injunction that anyone who makes a
petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty
days, shall be cast into the lions' den. 8 "Now, O king,
establish the injunction and sign the document so that it may
not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which may not be revoked." 9 Therefore King Darius
signed the document, that is, the injunction. (Dan. 6:6-9)
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It Is More than a Conspiracy Theory.

Continuation in Righteousness
Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he
entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows
open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before
his God, as he had been doing previously. (Dan. 6:10 NAU)
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Daniel Knew that the Conspiracy Was against Him. He also
Knew that Temporary withholding Prayer Is Not the Same as
Giving up Faith in the Truth God.



But He Believed that Continuation in His Ministry of Praying for
the Repatriation of the Jews Was a God-Ordained Ministry,
and God Should Be Trusted as the One to Keep It.

Zealousness in Faith



The Bible Never Gave Command on How and How Often
We Should Pray as the Mechanical Ways of Other Religions.



Praying Toward the Temple of Jerusalem Was Mentioned by
Solomon in His Speech at the Dedication of the Temple (2
Chr 6:14-42).



When Israelites/Jews Have Been Disciplined by Exile, This Is
the Way that They Pray with Repentance and Seek for
God’s Mercy.



Praying for 3 Times a Day, at an Open Window, Loudly
toward Jerusalem, Was Daniel’s Self-Set Way of Showing His
Zealousness in Faith.

Christian Prayers


Jesus Said to the Samaritan Woman at Well that God Is Not
Limited in Space and Time, and Believers Can Worship Him
Anywhere at Any Time.
"But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for
such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 "God
is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth." (Jn. 4:23-24 NAU)
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Paul Urged Believers to
Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything
give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (1
Thess. 5:16-18 NAU)
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By Way of Deception
Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making
petition and supplication before his God. 12 Then they approached
and spoke before the king about the king's injunction, "Did you not
sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or
man besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cast into the lions'
den?" The king replied, "The statement is true, according to the law of
the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked." 13 Then they
answered and spoke before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles
from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction
which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day." 14
Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was deeply
distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset
he kept exerting himself to rescue him. (Dan. 6:11-14 NAU)
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They Tricked the King to Do What He Does Not Want.

The Hope Is in God
Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the
king, "Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians
that no injunction or statute which the king establishes may be
changed." 16 Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in
and cast into the lions' den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Your
God whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you." 17 A stone
was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his
nobles, so that nothing would be changed in regard to Daniel. 18
Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and
no entertainment was brought before him; and his sleep fled from
him. (Dan. 6:15-18 NAU)
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The Faithful God Is the Only Help to His Faithful Servants.

God Is Almighty and Good
Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in
haste to the lions' den. 20 When he had come near the den to
Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and said
to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom
you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?" 21
Then Daniel spoke to the king, "O king, live forever! 22 "My God sent
His angel and shut the lions' mouths and they have not harmed me,
inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; and also toward you,
O king, I have committed no crime." 23 Then the king was very
pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was
found on him, because he had trusted in his God. (Dan. 6:19-23)
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God Saved His Innocent Servant to Make an Example.

Karma on the Evil
The king then gave orders, and they brought those men
who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them,
their children and their wives into the lions' den; and they
had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones. (Dan. 6:24
NAU)
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Punishing the Whole Family together with the Head of the
Family Is Cruel in Modern Ethics, but Usual in Ancient
Practice.



The Lions Were Indeed Hungry and Ferocious. They Were
Simply Muzzled by Angles When Daniel Was in the Den.

God Was Glorified
Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and
men of every language who were living in all the land: "May
your peace abound! 26 "I make a decree that in all the
dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble
before the God of Daniel; For He is the living God and
enduring forever, And His kingdom is one which will not be
destroyed, And His dominion will be forever. 27 "He delivers
and rescues and performs signs and wonders In heaven and
on earth, Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of
the lions." (Dan. 6:25-27 NAU)
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Yahweh Is the Living God (Active and Ruling), and Jesus Is
the Son of the Living God (Matt 16:16).

Faithful Servants Serve till the End
So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in
the reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Dan. 6:28 NAU)
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Daniel Was Part of the Administration (Not Necessarily the
Prime Minister) of both Darius the Mede and Cyrus the
Persian, until at least the 3rd Year of Cyrus (534 B.C.), When the
First Return Happened.



Daniel Served till the Purpose of His Prayer Ministry Was
Fulfilled.



All the Blocks and Disturbances Were Taken Away by God.

